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Western Australian Sleddog Sports Association

Race Rules
1. Entry Rules
A. Eligibility
|. Entries
a. An entry for a race shall be submitted prior tostaat of the race, subject to any entry

deadlines as determined by the event organisingrittee (EOC/ROG).

b. Late entries are entries received after the clodatg for entries, as established by the
EOC/ROG. Late entries may also be accepted upaidtite and time specified by the
EOC/ROG.

c. Arace entry may be rejected for any just cause.

d. Drivers must meet the minimum age requirement gctiid by the EOC/ROG. (This shall
be listed on the race entries)

e. Any person convicted of animal abuse or negleatraisdemeanor or greater level shall be
prohibited from participating in any event/activitgnctioned by the Australian Sleddog
Sports Association (ASSA).

f.  Any dog having raced in one class of a dryland sl not be eligible to race in a second
class on the same day except if in a Pee Wee amdPeé Wee class and approved by the
race marshal.

[I. Drivers

a. The driver starting the team in the first heat ofiee shall drive that team throughout the
race, except when otherwise determined by the EOGIR

b. A change of driver can only be made as the resillness or injury to the authorised
entrant and must have the approval of the Racehdhas well as supporting medical
evidence, if necessary.

c. Any driver disqualified in any heat of the racen@ eligible to compete in the remainder of
the race.

d. Drivers disqualified for animal abuse shall notetigible for further participation in any
class that is part of that event.

[11. Dogs

a. The Race Marshal may disallow entry of any teamagy for a just cause.

b. Minimum age of dogs that can compete is 12 morghalf Open classes. The minimum
age of dogs that can compete in Novice and Touwliagses is 9 months.

c. Anyteam or dog coming to the start line, whiclihia opinion of the Race Marshal, is unfit
or incapable of safely completing the trail, andlsbe disqualified.

d. Any team or dog not starting the first heat of ithee shall not be eligible to compete in the
remainder of the race, unless otherwise deterntigetie EOC/ROG prior to the start of
the race.

e. Any team or dog disqualified in any heat of theeraball not be eligible to compete in the
remainder of the race.

V. Disease

a. No dog or equipment shall be brought from a kemedre kennel cough, distemper,
hepatitis, leptospirosis, or any other contagiageake exists.

b. Ifthe EOC/ROG believes (with a majority vote) thadog (or equipment) has come from a

kennel infected with one of the above mentionedatiss, then the EOC/ROG may ask that
the owner, all his/her dogs and all equipment beoreed from the event site immediately.
ASSA recommends that the EOC/ROG seek a veterimiariginion if a Veterinarian is at
the race or training site.
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c. If adog or item of equipment is requested to Imeaeed from an event site, in every such
case the EOC/ROG must report all the details ofrtbielent to ASSA on completion of the
event.

V. ldentification
a. Inraces of more than one heat, each dog may bieechéor identification prior to the start
of the first race, except where a microchip is umed EOC/RGO have Scanner available
b. Dogs dropped from teams after the first heat @fce with more than two (2) heats, may be
marked a second time to indicate their disqualificefrom the team.
c. Dogs may be identified where applicable via micipahith the aid of a scanner/reader if
available.

VI. Sizeof aTeam

A limited 1-Dog Team shall consist of not more tHadog and not less than 1.

A limited 2-Dog Team shall consist of not more tl2adogs and not less than 2.

A limited 3-Dog Team shall consist of not more tf3adogs and not less than 2.

A limited 4-Dog Team shall consist of not more tHadogs and not less than 3.

A limited 6-Dog Team shall consist of not more tlfadogs and not less than 4.

After the first heat and each ensuing heat, a driveey elect to reduce the size of his/her
team, subject to the minimums.
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VII. Temperature
a. If the temperature reaches 15 degrees Celsius/dinam prior to or during the race, a
decision will be made to either reschedule racéyeiorun for later in the day or to cancel
them.
b. If, at the discretion of the Race Marshal, the hiityihas reached a level that would be
detrimental to the health of the dogs, a decisidhb& made to either reschedule races not
yet run for later in the day or to cancel them.

B. Medication

|. Prohibited Drugs

a. All stimulants and depressants, analgesics, ppgntiand nonprescription. Anti-
inflammatory agents including, but not limited torticosteroids, anti-prostaglandins and
salicylate. Anti-anxiety agents,

b. Anabolic steroids. Diet pills and any other substatihat may affect the performance of the
dog.

c. Any state, Federal, or Provincial controlled ottrieged substance is prohibited.

d. A positive test for previously declared parasitisdvill be allowed in the test for
prohibited substances in sled dogs. It is incumbenh the driver/owner to declare all
foreign substances used in his/her dogs beforagestcurs.

[I. Canine Drug Testing

a. Random drug testing procedures may be enforcelebf ©C/ROG.

b. If an organisation intends to test for drugs, #lktleclare so on the entry form.

c. Whenever a specimen is requested for testing, wineddriver shall be present (or his/her
representative) and shall declare in writing togampling official; all medications
administered to the dog(s) within 72 hours priothi® start of the event.

d. If an owner/driver refuses to allow a sample tabkected from a dog, that team shall be
disqualified from the event.

e. If any dog in a team shows a positive test to dipited drug, that team is subject to
disqualification, the decision to be made followmgearing of race officials.
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[I1.Drugs & Drivers
a. Any driver who is or appears to be under the infbeeof alcohol or any prohibited drug
shall not be permitted to run a team of dogs atA®$A sanctioned Events.

C. Equipment

I. Inspection

a. Drivers, teams and equipment shall be availablénfgection, if requested by the Race
Marshall, in the Assembly Area at least ten (1Q)utés prior to their scheduled time of
departure.

b. A team in harness shall not be required to stanthépection longer than six (6) minutes
before the time of departure.

c. Inspection shall take place in an area that doemtarfere with teams in the start or finish
chutes.

d. A team shall be available for inspection after eaght at the request of the Race Marshal.

e. All equipment is subject to the approval of the &Marshal.

II.Harnesses & Lines

a. All dogs shall be harnessed in single or doubée fil

b. All dogs shall be fastened to the gangline by «liree and tugline with the exception of a
single Leader which shall be harnessed to the genbly a tugline. Dual leaders shall be
connected by a neckline.

c. A snubline may be carried but it shall not be useahy manner other than to tie down and
hold the vehicle.

d. An adequate shock absorption mechanism (bungekshacorporated into the gangline.

1. Whedled Rigs

a. Rigs bags are optional. When choosing to carrg &aig, ensure your rig has an adequate
platform and your rig bag is well ventilated. Batpould be capable of safely restraining a
struggling dog and if necessary, covering an ijufeg or dead dog. Where a race does
not conduct drop-off points, rig bags are essential
May have 3 or more wheels but shall be capablewigodriven and controlled by one
driver.
Shall be equipped with a manual steering system.
Shall have a locking braking system.
Shall not exceed one hundred and sixty four (164#3 én overall width.
Shall not be motorised.
May be used for the two (2) dog class.
Must be used when running three (3) or more dogs.
May be used for the 1 dog class subject to theasapof the Race Marshal.
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I'V. Scooter s, Bikes & Chain Driven Vehicles
a. Forward motion is not to be provided by means ciiain.
b. The chain of a bike (or other such chain drivenialeh must to removed or immobilised so
that it cannot be used to provide forward motion.
c. Must be equipped with adequate braking systems.
d. May be used for one (1) and two (2) dog classeg onl
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V. Other Equipment
a. A muzzle or any collar that can be hooked as actutke is prohibited
b. Standard Collars, Limited slip Collars and Muzzlafe allowed, (all items must be the variety

C.
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that allows panting and drinking)

A racing number for each driver shall be providEde driver shall display this number at

all times during the race. Failure to do so wilul in disqualification.

The use or carrying of signal whips is prohibitedlhASSA sanctioned events.

All drivers must wear a safety helmet.

For night events, an adequate headlamp and/ofdie must be used.

All drivers must carry cutters capable of cuttihgoigh ganglines, tuglines, or harnesses.
The competitor shall not be wearing shoes thatdcbaldangerous to the dogs (i.e. metal

spiked or metal studded shoes) Race Marshal stndl final say on this on the day of the

race.

D. Finish & Disgualification (optional)

A team may be disqualified from competing in suloser heats if it's total elapsed

time exceeds either 1.25 or times the averagedintige three fastest teams in the same
heat of the same class.

All entrants shall be notified, prior to entryaitime qualification factor is to be used,
stating which factor and to which classes it wéldpplied.

2. Start & Finish Rules

A. Drawing

l. The starting position for the first heat of a raball be determined by a
drawing held prior to the race at a designated angplace.

Il. The driver, owner or proxy of each team shall dtlagir own starting position.
In their absence, the starting position shall tzevrby the Race Marshall or
by his/her representative.

Il The order of the draw shall not be changed witlyeaiddition or substitution.
Late entries shall be added in order or receipt.

B. Race Start

l. The first day's starting positions shall be deteediby the draw with #1
starting first, #2 starting second etc In racesiofe than two (2) heats,
a) The total elapsed time of all previous heats stetibrmine the starting
positions, or
b) The elapsed time of the previous single heat sleddirmine the starting
positions with the fastest starting first and so on
c) If "b)"is used, entrants shall be notified priomhaking entry stating to
which classes it shall apply.
Il. The total elapsed time of all previous heats stetibrmine the starting
positions, or
Il The elapsed time of the previous single heat sleadéirmine the starting
positions with the fastest starting first and so on
V. If "lI" is used, entrants shall be notified priarinaking entry stating to which
classes it shall apply.
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C. Equal Times
l. If the total elapsed time of two (2) teams is idgadt the order of start for those

teams shall be the reverse order in which theyestdhe preceding heat.

Il. Teams with equal times for the entire race shaliwarded the higher finishing
position.

Il The purse for the tied place and the next lowergfls shall be combined and
divided equally among those teams tied for thatepla

D. Starting Point & Time
I The front tire of the vehicle shall detémmthe starting point of the team.

Il. Trail time for all teams shall begin at theginally scheduled starting time of
departure.
Il A team which fails to be in the starting pasit at it's scheduled starting time
will be declared a "late starting team".
a) A late starting team shall not be allowed to stattl after the last team
entered in its class has started and after thenilbes starting interval.
b) A late starting team shall not interfere with anlyey team.
¢) If more than one () team is declared late, thesents shall start in their
originally scheduled starting order

V. If any team is late for its second scheduledetiof departure for any one
heat, that team shall be disqualified.

E. Assigtance in the Starting Chute
l. A team not clearing the Starting Chute (minimuntatise 30 meters) prior

to the scheduled start of the next team may beudisigd.
Il. Unless otherwise stated by the Race Marshall poithe start of the first
heat of the event;

a) Any amount or type of assistance is allowed tcaaterior
to the actual starting time.

b) Once a team's starting time has commenced; onlgtthie
judge or officials designated to assist may helfhachute.

¢) Inthe event of a tangle or dog fight in a duattstanlimited
help is allowed.

Il Once a team is beyond the starting chute aree official start, all Trail
Rules apply.

F. Finish
l. A team shall have finished the heat when theeraf the first dog on that
team crosses the finish line.
I. If a loose team crosses the line ahead ofithesr, that team shall have
finished when the driver crosses the finish line.
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3. Trail Rules

A. Fallowing the Trail
l. A team and driver shall run the entire prescribearse. The course shall
be of a suitable surface, avoiding such surfacesasrete, bitumen and
sharp rock gravel, except for necessary road ¢rgssi
I. If a team leaves the trail, the driver must retilnnteam to the point at
which they left the trail.
M. The trail shall be followed as marked;

a) "Right Turn" shall be indicated by a RED markertba
right side of the trail.

b) "Left Turn" shall be indicated by a RED marker be teft
side of the trail.

c) "Straight Ahead"/"Correct Trail" shall be indicategd BLUE
markers.

d) "Caution" shall be marked by YELLOW markers

e) "Extended Caution" will be marked by TWO YELLOW
markers on the same pole at the beginning of thieeof
caution area. At the end of an extended cautiore thleall be
a yellow marker with a diagonal red or black cross.

f)  "End of Chute" (minimum 30 meters) shall be indichby
markers on both sides of the trail.

g) "1/2km" marker shall be placed 500m from the firigle to
indicate the start of the "no-right-of-way zone'lags trail
conditions dictate otherwise. The trail within tfeene"
should be at least 3 meters wide and aligned s@tha
overtaking team may pass freely on the run.

V. Where inexperienced races are in attendance dinattarrows can also be
used in conjunction with the above

B. Drivinga Team
l. A driver may ride, run or scoot as wished.
Il. Any driver accepting a ride on any vehicle othext this/her own shall be

disqualified.
Il A driver shall not interfere with any other competiteam.
V. All dogs starting a heat shall complete the ertiverse, either harnessed in

the team or carried in the gig.

V. A dog becoming unfit after departure shall be earon the gig.

VI. Dogs finishing a heat riding in the rig bag will elkgible to compete in
subsequent heats of the race if approved to dg sieebRace Marshal and

or race vet.

VII.  The Competitor shall not pace its dog/s by run@ihgad

VIIl.  Carrying a passenger at any time during the raak Isé prohibited except
when;

a) Called for in the conditions of the race.
b) Giving a ride to a driver in an emergency situation
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C. Assistance on the Trail
l. All teams may receive similar assistance of ang tiypm officials stationed at
designated points along the trail as authorisethéyRace Marshal.

Il. Drivers running in the same heat may assist edwr @t any manner
authorised by the Race Marshall.

Il Handler and spectator assistance shall be limitéwbiding the gig/scooter,
except in the case of a loose team or a team sansgeable as to create a
clear and present danger to themselves, other teapgssons where any
assistance may be provided.

V. No one shall willfully pace a team.

D. L oose Teams and Dogs
l. A loose team or dog(s) shall not interfere or delagther team. Il. The
driver shall overtake a loose team or dog(s) ot foo
Il. A loose team or dog(s) may resume the trail withpmrtalty provided the
team/dog(s) has completed the entire trail andltiver has received only
authorised assistance, i.e.:
a) Authorised outside assistance in limited to holdirigose team or dog(s)
once it has been stopped.
b) Any qualified person(s) may, and is indeed encaedtag, stop and hold
a loose team or dog(s).

E. Right Of Way
l. In a dual start, the team with the lead dog fatthbead at the end of the
start chute shall have right of way.
Il. When teams are passing in opposite directionssingge trail;
Il The team traveling downhill shall have right of way

V. On level terrain, the Race Marshall shall deternaing announce, prior to
the start of the race, whether the incoming or auig team has right of
way.

V. In the "no-right-of-way-zone", no team shall haight of way over a

finishing team.

F. Passing
l. During the overtaking Procedure the overtaken tslaatl make unimpeded

way for the passing team. On the command “tra@’ plarticipant and the
dog is obliged to hold the same side of the tnadl slow down if required
to allow a clean pass. On the command “stop” thextaken team is
obliged to stop moving forward. The command “stigdnly applicable in
order to prevent dangerous situations.

Il. When a team's driver intends to pass another téempassing team driver
may request right of way when his/her lead dogfs)e within fifteen (15)
meters of the rig/scooter of the overtaken team.

Il The team being overtaken shall make way for then teassing by steering
the rig/scooter to one side of the trail and/onéhg his/her team and/or, if
requested to by the passing team's driver, stoppiddgkeeping the team
from moving forward.
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V.

VI.

VIL.

VIILI.
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If the passing team becomes tangled or bunched thgicourse of the
passing maneuver, to allow time to untangle artitjbten lines, the
passing team's driver may request the overtaken teaemain stopped for
up to one (1) minute in classes involving eightdBnore dogs and one
half (1/2) minute in all other classes.
Once a team has been passed, that team shallpasseso long as the
driver in front is making an effort to keep his/lheam moving forward
until;
a) In limited classes involving more than two (2) doaféer no less
than one (1) minute or four hundred (400) meters.
b) In limited classes involving two (2) dogs or leafter no less than
one half (1/2) minute or two hundred meters.
c) Or at any lesser interval when both drivers aragreement.

EXCEPTION After a pass has been completed, a thatrhis been passed
need not hold his/her team while the other driver;
a) repairs equipment or,
b) unhooks and transfers a dog or dogs from one pasitithe team
to another position in the team or,
c) goes off the race trail before the above mentiatisthnce or time
interval has elapsed. Loading a dog in the gig titoss changing
a dog's position in the team.

A driver coming upon two (2) or more teams stopjmegtther may pass all
such teams.

All stopped teams and drivers shall make everyreftoclear the trail for
the moving team(s).

Teams following each other shall maintain an irakof not less than one
(1) team length except when passing and in theigid-of-way-zone".

No driver shall interfere with another competingrte

Responsibility & Sportsmanship

a) All musher’s shall be responsible for the condddheir dogs,
handlers and themselves at all times while dufiegWASSA
sanctioned event.

b) Common sense and good sportsmanship shall prevail.

c) If a Race Marshal deems that a driver, handleteams conduct,
at any time during the duration of the race, evitratt team shall
be disqualified.

Treatment Of Dogs And People

a) Any abuse of a dog or person, verbal or physicti wi without
an implement, is strictly prohibited at sanctiomreents.

b) Any conduct which is in any way detrimental to #port of
Sleddog racing in Australia or harms or

c) Abuses a dog or person while in the event area dhetrail may
result in suspension or ban from future WASSA daned events.
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H. Rule Violations
l. Reports By Race Officials

a) Race officials shall report overt rule violation{g)the Race
Marshall verbally, in person or by radio, immediatar directly
following the heat in which the violation(s) occent

b) The Race Marshall shall act, at his/her discretionany overt
violation(s) witnessed and reported by the racieiaf.

Il. Reports By Competitors

a) Drivers wishing to report alleged violation(s) bétrules by
another competitor shall notify the Race Marshalnediately
following the heat in which the violation(s) occedt Notification
may be verbal.

b) All verbal driver reports shall be followed by aitten report given
to the Race Marshall within one (1) hour of the ptetion of the
heat in which the alleged violation(s) occurred.

c) A protest lodgment fee of $20.00 shall accompanyitien
protest, to be refunded if the protest is upheld.

d) A copy of any/all written protests will be submdte ASSA in the
race report along with Responses/outcomes by tieertial and
Race committee - these written protests may beeadedwy the
public by written request.

Il Protests & Hearings

a) Any drivers implicated in a report of an allegedlation(s) of the
rules shall be approached by the Race Marshalt friany
decision being made.

b) Any driver implicated in a report of an allegedlation(s) of the
rules may request a hearing before the Race Mérgtaéction 3-
C-l is not fulfilled.

¢) Requested hearings shall be granted by the Racshislar

d) Hearings shall be held in private.

e) The Race Marshall may request meetings with ansop€s), in
private, that he/she deems important to the origiearing.

V. All protests, warnings etc. will be noted and suledito ASSA along with
the Race Report (See ASSA Race Sanctioning Reqgiiresin

|. Disciplinary Action

l. For violation(s) of any race rule, the Race Marssiadll issue a verbal
warning to the driver and if deemed necessary byR#ice Marshal a time
penalty or disqualification may be imposed upondtieer.

Il. Decisions shall be announced as quickly as pradtidano later than two
(2) hours prior to the start of any ensuing heats.

Il Any disciplinary action following the final heat tife race shall be acted
upon prior to the awards ceremony.

V. In the case of drug testing, the above time scleedinés not apply to allow
for laboratory findings and hearings, should therlaecome necessary.

V. Intentional early starting shall be grounds foigdislification.

VI. The decisions of the Race Marshall shall be final.
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